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Hello Colquitz families, 
 
It’s been a wonderful week of settling in and sunshine at Colquitz! 

We hope all families can join us this coming Thursday. September 24th between 6-7pm for a BBQ and Open House.  The 
purpose is to introduce yourself to staff and put faces to names through a fun, community-centered event.  If you would like 
to speak with staff in more detail about your child, please email to set up another time to meet. 

At the Open House, students can take their families on a tour of the building and grounds, enjoy 
FREE CORN and you can buy a dinner of hot dogs or burgers if you wish.  See more information 
on page 3 of this newsletter.  Looking forward to seeing you there! 

Some of you may be aware that Jane Spies, who has taught grade 7 at Colquitz for many years, is 
now our teacher-librarian!  She is making efforts to decolonize the library and make it a more 
dynamic learning commons with inviting seating and engaging activities.  Enjoy these photos of 
students in the re-designed space.   

Ms Spies would like to do even more with the space, and Thursday’s BBQ & Open House is in 
part a fundraiser for that.  We are also raising funds to install an A/V/sound system in our gym. 

Also, just a reminder that Monday is a ProD day, and therefore, no school for students.  This 
coming Thursday is also PHOTO DAY as well – prepare those favourite outfits now! 

Along safety lines, please note the ongoing 
construction on Burnside Road, and please 
encourage your children to walk on the other 
side of Burnside (Tillicum mall side) until they 
can cross safely at a crosswalk close to the 
school.   

Hope to see you Thursday at our Open House! 

Have a wonderful weekend with your friends 
and family. 
 
- Carrie Schlappner, Principal  

next week at a glance 

Monday, Sept 21 
• Pro D Day (NO SCHOOL) 

• International Day of Peace 

Tuesday, Sept 22 • Spirit Day  - Spirit Wear / Blue, white and black 

Wednesday, Sept 23 • International Day of Sign Languages 

• Bi Visibility Day 

Thursday, Sept 24 • Photo Day 

• Family Open House 6-7pm—Barbeque!  (more details to come!) 

Friday, Sept 25 •  

T H I S  W E E K ’ S  R E F L E C T I O N S 



next week at colquitz 
friday, sept 18, 2026  

upcoming important dates—mark your calendars!      

Monday, Sept 28  PAC Meeting @ 6.30pm 

Monday, Sept 28  Orange Shirt WEEK—please wear orange every day this week, especially 

    Monday and Tuesday.  Our assembly will be MONDAY. 

Wednesday, Sept 30  National Day for Truth & Reconciliation 

    Orange Shirt Day 

Monday, Oct 05  International Teacher’s Day 

    Indigenous Student Lunch 

    CPAPA meeting @6.30 pm 

Monday, Oct 12  Thanksgiving (NO SCHOOL) 

Thursday, Oct 15  Great Shake Out 

Monday, Oct 19  PAC Meeting @6.30pm 

Thursday, Oct 22  Photo Retakes  

Please email colquitz@sd61.bc.ca AND your child’s 

teacher if your child will be late or absent, or call the 

Attendance Line at 250-479-4313.  

This is the best way to ensure we get the message and a call-out does not go 

out to you in error.    Thank you 

NO PARKING OR STOPPING  
IN STAFF PARKING LOT 

 

The Staff Parking Lot is for staff only.   

This is especially important in the mornings, 
when staff are counting on being able to park 
to be to work on time or carry in heavy loads. 

Please DO NOT use our parking lot and stalls 
as a place to stop to drop off students.  This is 
what the pull-outs on Dumeresq are for.  Or, 
better yet, please have your child scooter, bike 
or walk to school, or drop them off a block or 
two away to reduce congestion around the 
school. 

We appreciate your consideration. 

SUBWAY/PIZZA LUNCHES 

We are pleased to offer Subway 

and pizza as a lunch option to or-

der on Wednesdays and Thurs-

days respectively.  

If you are interested, order through School 

Cash Online. The weekly deadline to place or-

ders for the upcoming week is Sunday at noon. 

We are unable to accept any orders after this 

deadline.  

Please note that there are no refunds for unclaimed 

pizza or Sub-way. Parents – you can arrange to pick up 

your order the same day or transfer 

it to another student if you inform us 

by 11am on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

at colquitz@sd61.bc.ca or call 250-

479-1678.  

mailto:colquitz@sd61.bc.ca
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M U S I C     
Updates:  

• If your student rented a book/instrument 
over the summer break, please return it as soon 
as possible!  

• Band 7 and 8 students have started playing 
this week. If your student wants to rejoin, it is 
NOT too late to register! Please email Kathe-
rine Forster with your student's name and divi-
sion. 

• It is NOT too late to sign up for grade 6 band! 
Come see or email Ms. Forster for a form  

• Google classrooms for grade 7 and 8 concert 
and jazz band students are up and running.  

Grade 6 google classrooms will be available 
shortly.  

 

Tour 2027 

Grade 7/8 band, strings and choir students are 
all invited on tour in April. We will send out a 
survey in the next few weeks to gather people's 
input for the tour! Things like how many nights, 
where we go, etc.! Please keep an eye out. 

 

Rental information:  

All band students (grade 6-8) should try to get 
their instruments rented as soon as possible! 
Grade 6 will play on Tuesday. 

Instruments can be rented from Tapestry music 
or Long and McQuade. There are also some in-
struments available to rent by donation from the 
band program. Please email Katherine Forster 
(kforster@sd61.bc.ca) for this!  

 

 

 

 

Music Schedule: Please read this carefully 
each week. All band students need their in-
struments for all classes (as well as pencil 
and their folder)  

 

Monday: September 21: 
PRO D Day- No classes. 
 

Tuesday: September 22 
Before School 7:40-8:35: Band 7/8 and Choir 6 
8:54-9:36: Band 6 Orange (With instruments, 
please! And for all classes going forward) 
9:36-10:18: Band 6 Green (With instruments, 
please! And for all classes going forward) 
11:57-12:42: JAZZ BAND (right at 11:57) Grade 
7/8 
 

Wednesday: September 23 
Before School 7:40-8:35: Choir 7/8 (grade 6 
band mornings will start October 7th)  
10:33- 11:15: Band 7  
11:15-11:57: Band 8  
 

Thursday: September 24 
Before School 7:40-8:35: JAZZ BAND!  
9:36-10:18: Band 6 Orange (With instruments, 
please! And for all classes going forward) 
10:33-11:15: Band 7 
11:15-11:57: Band 6 Green (With instruments, 
please! And for all classes going forward) 
 

Friday: September 25 
8:54- 9:36: Band 8 
1:02-1:44: Beginner Strings 
1:44-2:28: Intermediate/ Advanced strings 

mailto:kforster@sd61.bc.ca
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https://fundraising.sunokafruit.com/seller_1/082073248/org-campaign/colquitz-middle-school-pac-harvest-2026
https://fundraising.sunokafruit.com/seller_1/082073248/org-campaign/colquitz-middle-school-pac-harvest-2026
mailto:colquitzmiddleschoolpac@gmail.com
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Parents Association Committee (PAC) 
VCPAC is hosting PAC 101 on Thursday, October 1st from 5:45pm to 8:00pm at 
the SJ Willis Education Centre (923 Topaz). 
 
This event is open to all parents and caregivers in the district - whether they are curious about PAC, 
considering volunteering, or are on their PAC executive. The evening will include an intro to PACs and 
VCPAC, info about executive roles and available resources, free pizza, and round-table discussions 
about supporting participation and strengthening PAC collaboration. 
Experienced PAC members are also encouraged to attend to share ideas, connect with other schools, 

and meet prospective volunteers. If you're an experienced PAC member and want to help at the event 

either as a table lead or by presenting some information, please let me know, I'd be happy to have the 

help.   
 

Would you please share the 

attached flyer with families 

at your school through your 

usual communication chan-

nels? We are hoping to en-

courage more parents to 

become involved in their 

local PACs and, in turn, 

strengthen the district PAC. 

With more people contrib-

uting their time, ideas, and 

skills, we can make mean-

ingful change - and make 

the work lighter for every-

one. 

 

No prior PAC experience is 

required. Please direct any 

questions to me at  

kendalls@vcpac.ca. 

 

(Agenda is attached) 

mailto:kendalls@vcpac.ca
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COLQUITZ SPORTS AT A GLANCE 
 

If you are interested, please contact the Athletic Director 
Christine Crljenkovic ccrljenkovic@sd61.bc.ca  

 

 *Please see your specific schedule handed out by coaches. 
This is just a week’s glance. 
 

mailto:ccrljenkovic@sd61.bc.ca
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