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Hello Colquitz families, 
 
It’s been a great first week back at Colquitz! 
 
We started off on Tuesday with all students in a circle on the field, with drummers in the center performing the 
Lekwungen Celebration Song.  The Celebration Song is written by Bradley Dick of the 
Songhees nation and is gifted to SD61 to perform.  It was a wonderful way to come 
together as a community to start the year. 
 
Next, we all moved into the gym for a whole-school assembly.  Our new Vice-Principal, 
Mr. Shortreed introduced and shared a bit about himself.  I entered as a bit of a sur-
prise to the song, “Where you going?  Back to School!”  Then we went through our  
main expectation around being kind, respectful and safe, as well as our top three rules 
around personal electronic devices, washroom and water fountain expectations, and 
listening to all staff members equally. (These were in the letter sent home prior to 
school starting.)  We also met alone with the 6s to discuss this 
exciting but also sometimes overwhelming time, and empha-
sized all staff are here to support them. 
 
Many divisions enjoyed fun activities to get to know each other 
and their teams.  Here are some photos from Division 15 and 
Community Action, as well as from the first day. 
 
A couple of “housekeeping” items: Please remember to NOT 
stop or park in the staff parking lot before school, as this takes 
up spots for those who need them to get to work on time.  If 
you come to the school for any reason, please stop by the office 
and sign in or check in about what 
you need before proceeding to 
where you need to go. And please 
return completed forms ASAP! 
 
Thanks for a great first week, every-
one!  Have a wonderful weekend 
with your friends and family. 
 
- Carrie Schlappner, Principal  

next week at a glance 

Monday, Sept 14 • CPAPA Meeting @ 6.30pm 

Tuesday, Sept 15 •  

Wednesday, Sept 16 •  

Thursday, Sept 17 •  

Friday, Sept 18 •  

T H I S  W E E K ’ S  R E F L E C T I O N S 
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upcoming important dates—mark your calendars!      

Monday, Sept 21  Pro D Day (NO SCHOOL) 

    International Day of Peace 

Tuesday, Sept 22  Spirit Day 

Wednesday, Sept 23 International Day of Sign Languages 

    Bi Visibility Day 

Thursday, Sept 24  Photo Day 

    Family Open House 6-7pm—Barbeque!  (more details to come!) 

Monday, Sept 28  PAC Meeting @ 6.30pm 

Monday, Sept 28  Orange Shirt WEEK—please wear orange every day this week, especially 

    Monday and Tuesday.  Our assembly will be MONDAY. 

Wednesday, Sept 30  National Day for Truth & Reconciliation 

    Orange Shirt Day 

Please email colquitz@sd61.bc.ca AND your child’s 

teacher if your child will be late or absent, or call the 

Attendance Line at 250-479-4313.  

This is the best way to ensure we get the message and a call-out does not go 

out to you in error.    Thank you 

NO PARKING OR STOPPING  
IN STAFF PARKING LOT 

 

The Staff Parking Lot is for staff only.   

This is especially important in the mornings, when 
staff are counting on being able to park to be to work 
on time or carry in heavy loads. 

Please DO NOT use our parking lot and stalls as a 
place to stop to drop off students.  This is what the 
pull-outs on Dumeresq are for.  Or, better yet, please 
have your child scooter, bike or walk to school, or drop 
them off a block or two away to reduce congestion 
around the school. 

We appreciate your consideration. 

mailto:colquitz@sd61.bc.ca
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M U S I C     
Welcome back to another year of band at Colquitz! 
It was a restful summer break, but it's been great 
to see everyone again. 
Please check the https://
colquitzfinearts.weebly.com/ site for all infor-
mation about music at our school! 
 
Updates:  
• If your student rented a book/instrument over 
the summer break, please return it as soon as pos-
sible!  
• Band 7 and 8 students have registered for 
band, if your student missed this Wednesday 
meeting, it is NOT too late to register! Please email 
Katherine Forster with your student's name and 
division. 
• Thank you to all the grade 8 band students who 
helped with the instrument zoo!  
Google classrooms will be up and running very 
soon as well.  
 
Tour 2027 
Grade 7/8 band, strings and choir students are all 
invited on tour in April. We will send out a survey 
in the next few weeks to gather people's input for 
the tour! Things like how many nights, where we 
go, etc.! Please keep an eye out. 
 
First CPAPA meeting: Come and join!  
Monday, September 14: CPAPA meeting. 6:30 pm 
in the art room! Please join us! There should be a 
link available via google meets.  
 
Rental information:  
If grade 7 and 8 band students can rent their in-
struments this weekend, we will start playing on 
Wednesday!  
Instruments can be rented from Tapestry music or 
Long and McQuade. There are also some instru-
ments available to rent by donation from the band 
program. Please email Katherine Forster 
(kforster@sd61.bc.ca) for this!  

 
 
 

Schedule: Please read this carefully each week. 
Schedule changes will be communicated here.  
 
Monday September 14 
Choir blocks begin in school!  
9:30 - 10:18 Grade 6 Choir 
10:34 - 11:15 Grade 8 Choir 
11:16 - 11:57 Grade 7 Choir 
1:02 - 1:44 Beginner Strings 
1:45- 2:28 Intermediate and Advanced Strings 
 
Tuesday: September 15 
Before School 7:40-8:35: Grade 6 Early morning 
Choir begins. Band 7/8 mornings will start next week.  
8:54-9:36: Band 6 Orange (please have your students 
bring in their forms today!)  
9:36-10:18: Band 6 Green (please have your students 
bring in their forms today!)  
11:57-12:42: JAZZ BAND (right at 11:57) Grade 7/8 
 
Wednesday: September 16 
Before School 7:40-8:35: Grade 7/8 Choir begins. Be-
fore school band 6 will start on October 7th.  
10:33- 11:15: Band 7 (first playing day)  
11:15-11:57: Band 8 (first playing day)  
 
Thursday: September 17 
Before School 7:40-8:35: JAZZ BAND, we will play!  
9:36-10:18: Band 6 Orange (first playing day with band 
6) 
10:33-11:15: Band 7 
11:15-11:57: Band 6 Green (first playing day with band 
6) 
 
Friday: September 18 
8:54- 9:36: Band 8 
1:02 - 1:44 Beginner Strings 
1:45- 2:28 Intermediate and Advanced Strings 
 
Starting next week (hopefully) emails will also come 
from Ms. Forster, in addition to a condensed version 
included in Next Week at Colquitz!  
If you have any questions about band or jazz band, 
please do not hesitate to reach out!  

https://colquitzfinearts.weebly.com/
https://colquitzfinearts.weebly.com/
mailto:kforster@sd61.bc.ca
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Parents Association Committee (PAC) 
VCPAC is hosting PAC 101 on Thursday, October 1st from 5:45pm to 8:00pm at 
the SJ Willis Education Centre (923 Topaz). 
 
This event is open to all parents and caregivers in the district - whether they are curious about PAC, 
considering volunteering, or are on their PAC executive. The evening will include an intro to PACs and 
VCPAC, info about executive roles and available resources, free pizza, and round-table discussions 
about supporting participation and strengthening PAC collaboration. 
Experienced PAC members are also encouraged to attend to share ideas, connect with other schools, 

and meet prospective volunteers. If you're an experienced PAC member and want to help at the event 

either as a table lead or by presenting some information, please let me know, I'd be happy to have the 

help.   
 

Would you please share the 

attached flyer with families 

at your school through your 

usual communication chan-

nels? We are hoping to en-

courage more parents to 

become involved in their 

local PACs and, in turn, 

strengthen the district PAC. 

With more people contrib-

uting their time, ideas, and 

skills, we can make mean-

ingful change - and make 

the work lighter for every-

one. 

 

No prior PAC experience is 

required. Please direct any 

questions to me at  

kendalls@vcpac.ca. 

mailto:kendalls@vcpac.ca
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COLQUITZ SPORTS AT A GLANCE 
 

*We are looking for Touch Rugby coaches!   

If you are interested, please contact the Athletic Director Christine 
Crljenkovic ccrljenkovic@sd61.bc.ca  

 *Please see your specific schedule handed out by coaches. This is 
just a week’s glance. 

mailto:ccrljenkovic@sd61.bc.ca
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